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1. Introduction

This deliverable (D) 6.8 Beyond DUST documents the dissemination efforts and plans to
strategically increase outreach of the Democratising jUst Sustainability Transitions (DUST)
project during its final stage and after its conclusion. It firstly presents the materials prepared to
support dissemination activities during these periods, including policy briefs, handbooks,
position papers, reports, and videos. Chapter 2 lists these outputs of the project. Secondly the
deliverable takes account of the dissemination activities that were carried out between
September 2025 and February 2026. Chapters 3.1 lists conferences that included presentations
of DUST results and Chapter 3.2 lists exhibitions displaying these. Lastly Chapter 4 outlines the
dissemination activities that will be taken to guarantee outreach after the conclusion of the
project.

D6.8 is complemented by a series of other work package (WP) deliverables, most notably the
fourth update of D6.1 Communication, dissemination and exploitation strategy and plan, which
includes a robust and detailed communication protocol for the project’s final stages, and D6.3
Academic dissemination plan, which lists accomplished and upcoming academic publications
and sets out a strategy for their realization. The deliverable is also related to the deliverable D6.5,
which describes the activities of the DUST Academy that were carried our during the final year of
the DUST project.

The main purpose of the deliverable is documentation. A secondary purpose is to provide
guidance for and accessibility to dissemination materials. Brief descriptions of these materials
and links to relevant deliverables and other output on the DUST webpage serve this latter
purpose. Links are marked with blue colour.

D6.8,v.1.0 -27-02-2026 8
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2. Dissemination materials

During the last year of the DUST project, dissemination material were produced to maximise
impact in the last phases of the project and beyond. The materials prioritize and summarize
research results for increased impact among specific target audiences within and outside the
DUST case study regions, and at higher national and international levels. This chapter lists these
materials. Chapter 5 Beyond DUST explains how the materials form the basis of the strategy for
post-project dissemination.

2.1. Policy briefs

During the DUST project’s duration, five policy briefs were produced. In conjunction the briefs
cover the key insights from the DUST WPs 2-5 and simultaneously target various policymaking
spheres at international, national and local levels. All briefs provide actionable
recommendations for achieving the DUST project’s main objective, which is to democratize
territorial responses to just sustainability transitions and increase trust in democratic
governance through citizen participation, specifically the participation of least engaged
communities (LECs). Table 3 lists the briefs and target audiences and provides links to briefs on
the DUST website.

AUl DUST policy briefs can be found on the DUST website here.

Table 1 The DUST policy briefs in overview.

WP2 D2.6: Embedding active Local Policymakers at national and
subsidiarity in just Regional subnational levels,
sustainability transitions at National specifically national
national and local level: ministries, regional and local
Opportunities and barriers authorities, and public
Link officials involved in

participatory governance and
place-based policymaking

WP2 Promoting active subsidiarity  International (EU) EU institutions engaged with
for just sustainability integrating active
transitions at the EU level subsidiarity, citizen
Link® engagement, and place

based approaches into policy
design and implementation

WP3 Factors impacting Local Regional and local
participation in the just Regional administrations, managing
sustainability transition National authorities and intermediate
Link International bodies involved in transition

policymaking; public
agencies or publicly funded
organisations in participatory
processes; municipalities
and regional governments
using community
engagement formats

WP3 Engaging Communities in International Practitioners implementing
Europe’s Just Transition: A Territorial Just Transition
Plans (TJTPs) across levels of

D6.8,v.1.0 -27-02-2026 9


https://www.dustproject.eu/knowledgehub
https://fedab5ae-9c63-4fbf-8025-df08c55b38a9.usrfiles.com/ugd/fedab5_9b784a1035e84192b48237699e52736a.pdf
https://fedab5ae-9c63-4fbf-8025-df08c55b38a9.usrfiles.com/ugd/fedab5_e57305c2ac5c491cbd9ac443d2ae6d55.pdf
https://fedab5ae-9c63-4fbf-8025-df08c55b38a9.usrfiles.com/ugd/fedab5_b005d8f9254946febe6c403a13db68cd.pdf

WP4&5

Policy Brief for Territorial Just
Transition Plans
Link

D5.2: Expanding the
participation of least engaged
communities in just
sustainability transitions
Link

2.2. Handbooks

In an instrumental dimension the DUST project investigated and tested territorial instruments for
enhancing and expanding citizen participation in deliberation and the co-creation of place-based
policies for sustainability transitions. A series of four handbooks targets policy practitioner
engaged in or ambitioning such participatory processes at local, regional, and national levels.
The handbooks support the replication of key processes and strategies from the project while
recognizing context-specific circumstances. Table 4 lists the handbooks and target audiences
and provides links to the handbooks on the DUST website.

AUl DUST handbooks can be found on the DUST website here.

Local
National
International

Table 2 The DUST handbooks in overview.

Wp2

WP5

WP6

D2.5 Stakeholder Local
Engagement and Regional
Participation (STEP) Index:

User manual

Link

Regional Futures Literacy Local
Labs Roadmap Regional
Link

Affective Communication Local

in the DUST Project Regional

Link

D6.8,v.1.0 -27-02-2026
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governance, EU institutions
with a concern about
Cohesion policy (CP), CP
Managing Authorities and
National Coordinators

Policy practitioners and
public authorities in regional
and local place based
transition policymaking; civil
society groups in
participatory processes

Local and regional
authorities, NGOs, and
external observers in
monitoring and
improving citizen
participation in place-
based policies

Practitioners in regional
and local public
authorities engaged in
sustainability transition
policymaking, civil
society groups who
contribute to local
knowledge
development, advocate
for community interests,
or facilitate participatory
processes

Local and regional
policymakers, public
administrators,
sustainability transition
managers, community
engagement
practitioners, civil
society and NGO
professionals,
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community organisers,
communication
professionals

WP6 D6.4 Participation of the Local Public institutions from
least engaged communities Regional national to local level as
in the deliberative National well as practitioners in
governance of just NGOs and community
sustainability transitions: organisations involved in
Good practices just transition
and transferability policymaking
Link

2.5. Citizen position papers

The Citizen position papers present the voices of LECs inStara Zagora (BG), Lusatia
(DE), Norrbotten (SE), and Katowice/Silesia (PL), where the transition away from fossil fuels is
already reshaping everyday life. Developed through the DUST project’s Regional Futures Literacy
Labs (RFLLs), the papers show how inclusive deliberation enables people to articulate both
concerns and aspirations, and to co-design recommendations that resonate with local realities.
By contrasting these community perspectives with prevailing transition strategies, the
papers identify where policy needs to adjust to be fair, trusted, and effective. The position papers
are available in English and the local languages in case study regions. Table 5 lists the English
versions of the papers and lists links to both their English and translated version.

All Position papers can be found on the DUST website here.

Table 3 The DUST Citizen position papers in overview.

WP5 Sustainability Transitions In Local Policy practitioners and
Lusatia: Positioning Lusatia’s Young People in  Regional public authorities in
Sustainability regional and local place
Transition Policy based transition
Link English version policymaking; civil
Link German version society groups in

participatory processes,
case-specific audiences

WP5 Sustainability Transitions In Norrbotten: Local Policy practitioners and
Positioning Norrbotten’s Rural Communities Regional public authorities in
Within Sustainability Transition Policymaking regional and local place
Link English version based transition
Link Swedish version policymaking; civil

society groups in
participatory processes,
case-specific audiences

WP5 Sustainability Transitions Local Policy practitioners and
In Silesia: Positioning Silesia’s Mining Regional public authorities in
Community in Sustainability Transition Policy regional and local place
Link English version based transition
Link Polish version policymaking; civil

society groups in
participatory processes,
case-specific audiences

D6.8,v.1.0 -27-02-2026 11
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WP5 Sustainability Transitions in Stara Zagora: Local Policy practitioners and
Positioning Stara Zagora in Sustainability Regional public authorities in
Transition Policy regional and local place
Link English version based transition
Link Bulgarian version policymaking; civil

society groups in
participatory processes,
case-specific audiences

2.4. Synthesis research report

D1.3 Synthesis research report summarizes the research findings from the WPs2-5 of the DUST
project. The findings correspond to the projects’ main question: How can the delivery of place-
based policies for just sustainability transitions enhance citizen participation and trust in
democratic governance, especially amongLECs? The reportis structured by the main
research phases of the project and the chronological delivery of the scientific reports during
these phases.

D1.3 can be found on the DUST website here.

Table 4 The DUST Synthesis report in overview.

WP1 D1.3 Synthesis research report = Scientific community with
Link an interestin
sustainability transitions,
place based

policymaking, spatial
planning and design,
citizen participation

2.5. Videos

Two video series have been produced in the last year of the project, to be disseminated digitally
to key audiences. The first is a series of video outputs from the storytelling activities conducted
parallel to the RFLLs in four case study regions. These videos serve to amplify and place
community voices within representations of the transition in their region. They can be used in
workshops, events, and online engagement to make sustainability transitions more relatable and
accessible. The second is a series of policy videos to accompany the policy briefs and reach
European policymaking spheres. These provide concise, shareable summaries of key
recommendations from the project to supporting briefings, presentations, and digital outreach
to European policymakers.

Table 6 below outlines all videos.

All videos can be found on the DUST website here.

D6.8,v.1.0 -27-02-2026 12
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Table 5 The DUST videos in overview.

Lusatia 2040:

RFLL stories:

RFLL stories:

RFLL stories:

RFLL stories:

RFLL stories:

RFLL stories:

RFLL stories:

RFLL stories:

RFLL stories:

Embed active subsidiarity in just sustainability

A folded story of the future Storytelling
Katowice mining sector 1

Katowice mining sector 2

Katowice student 1

Katowice student 2

Norrbotten 1

Norrbotten 2

Norrbotten 3

Stara Zagora 1

Stara Zagora 2

transitions at national and local level

Promote active subsidiarity for just
sustainability transitions at the EU level

Prioritise addressing the factors impacting

participation

in the just sustainability transition

Engage communities in territorial just transition

plans

Expand the participation of least engaged
communities in just sustainability transitions

D6.8,v.1.0 -

27-02-2026

Policy messages

NICT

Citizens, policymakers,
practitioners, academics

Policymakers, policy
practitioners
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5. Dissemination activities

This chapter documents the DUST dissemination activities that were carried out between
September 2025 and February 2026. Chapters 3.1 lists conferences that included presentations
of DUST results and Chapter 3.2 lists exhibitions displaying these.

3.1. Policy conferences

The DUST Grant agreement (GA) originally foresaw one final conference bringing together
representatives of the project’s key target audiences in Brussels. During an early stage of the
project this plan was replaced with a strategy of targeting broader and more varied European
audiences at conferences with policymaking impact organized by other parties. To enable
dissemination at these occasions DUST results and key insights were collated into a conference
package, to be used by DUST researchers visiting these conferences. In the last year of the
project, eight conferences with regional, national and international audiences were targeted with
project output. Beyond these conferences, a series of smaller regional policy events and
conferences were visited by DUST partners. These occasions were used to specifically anchor
case-study specific results in relevant governance settings.

Table 6 Conferences with DUST contributions in overview.

25June 2025 Annual Political Dialogue for Coal Konin, PL National 200
Regions in transition

26-29 August  European Consortium for Political Thessaloniki, International 2000

2025 Research (ECPR) GR

23-16 Placemaking Week Europe 2025 Reggio Emilia, International 700

September IT

2025

13-15 European Week of Regions and Cities Brussels, BG International 6,500

October 2025

2025

10-16 30 Years of Connecting the Dots Stara Zagora, Regional, with 300

October BG international

2025 guests

19-21 Polish Conference on Urban & Warsaw, PL National 600

October Regional Development

2025

18-26 2nd Silesian Just Transition Forum Katowice, PL National 100

November

2025

26-27 Strukturwandeltagung 2025 Hoyerswerda National 250

November , DE

2025

D6.8,v.1.0 -27-02-2026
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3.2. Exhibitions
3.2.1. The RFLL exhibitions

sm\‘u

!i

T

Conceived by the DUST art directors OOZE in collaboration with the DUST team at TU Delft,
results of the DUST RFLL experiments were curated to be part of a travelling public exhibition.
The central component of the exhibition were the regional design illustrations (D4.2) that depict
regional futures as imagined by LECs in four of the eight DUST case study regions. Community
futures were presented alongside policy futures in a triptych format, allowing for comparison.
The exhibition aimed to represent communities’ position in sustainability transition policymaking
and inspire novel place-based policymaking for just sustainability transitions in this way. The
exhibition design is documented in D4.5 Imaginations of community-led just sustainability
transitions: Curated visualisations of the results of the Regional Futures Literacy Labs (RFLLs).
Table 7 lists the exhibitions that took place between September 2025 and February 2026. Figure

2-6 document the most recent exhibitions.

D4.5 can be found on the DUST website here.

Table 7 DUST RFLL exhibitions in overview.

23-16 September Placemaking Week Europe 2025
2025

(display of regional
designs)

13-15 October 2025 European Week of Regions and
(display of regional Cities 2025
designs)

10-16 October 2025  Public space
(full RFLL exhibition)  SZ REDA Jubilee conference 30

Years of Connecting the Dots

18-26 November 2nd Silesian Just Transition Forum
2025 Transformational Changes in Coal
(Parts of RFLL Regions — The DUST Academy
exhibition)

3-12 December Public space

2025 Big Question Week

(full RFLL exhibition)  Inaugural speech Prof. Peter Pelzer

13 December 2025-  Public space
13 January 2026
(full RFLL exhibition)

3 February - 12 Public space
March 2026
(full RFLL exhibition)

D6.8,v.1.0 -27-02-2026

Parco Innovazione,
Reggio Emilia, Italy

DG REGIO
venue: SQUARE,
Bruxelles, Belgium

Zahariy Knyazheski
Regional Library,
Stara Zagora,
Bulgaria

Silesian Museum,
Katowice, Poland

Aula, TU Delft, Delft,
The Netherlands

Orange Hall, Faculty
of Architecture and
the Built
Environment, TU
Delft, Delft, The
Netherlands

Foyer Zentrales
Horsaalgebaude,
BTU Cottbus
Zentralcampus,
Cottbus, Germany

700

2000

200
200

300

700
100
100

500

700
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Photography: SZ REDA
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Figure 2 RFLL exhibition at the 2™ Silesian Just Transition Forum.

Photography: KADRA
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Figure 3 RFLL exhibition at the Big Question Week.

Photography: Verena Balz and Marcin Dabrowski

D6.8,v.1.0 -27-02-2026

18



Figure 4 RFLL exhibition at the Orange Hall, Faculty of ABE, TU Delft.

~

Photography: Verena Balz
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Figure 5 RFLL exhibition at the Central Forum, BTU Cottbus-Senftenberg.

Photography: Rafael Maximiliano Flores de Leon
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3.5. Other exhibitions

Next to the DUST RFLL exhibition, two other exhibitions disseminated results of specifically
activities in the DUST Academy (Task 6.4). These exhibitions are briefly described and listed in
Table 2 and Figure 7. More information on the exhibitions can be found in D6.5 DUST Academy.

D6.5 can be found on the DUST website here.

Table 8 Other DUST exhibitions in overview.

Communities in the Dutch Task 6.4.3 — Exhibition documenting Online
Energy Transition results of the TUD university course

Spatial Strategies for the Global
Metropolis Studio

Poland —Tracing the Scars of Task 6.4.3 — Exhibition documenting Faculty of Architecture
Coal. results of a DUST activity for student and the Built
mobility / TUD students’ Big Trip to Environment, TU Delft, NL
Poland, organized by the student (June 2025)
association POLIS Online

3.4. Communication

The DUST website www.dustproject.eu was developed as an entry point for general information
about DUST as well as a basis for digital storytelling about activities conducted in the project.
The unique pages for each case study region display regionally relevant material drawing on the
project’s affective strategies of communication. DUST also developed audience across social
media platforms, specifically DUST LinkedIn, targeting academic and urban professionals, and
DUST Facebook and Instagram, communicating towards a broader public. During the final stage
of the project communication via these platforms was amplified. The fourth update of D6.1
Communication, dissemination and exploitation strategy and plan describes the communication
protocol for this purpose. Table 8 lists the realized key project indicators (KPls) for
communication in the last project month (M) of the project.

D6.1 Communication, dissemination and exploitation strategy and plan can be found here.

Table 9 DUST communication KPlIs in M36.

Website visitors At least 25,000 visits to the website up to 5 years 2514 visits to the website
after the project end

Social media 2500 followers across all channels at the end of 1103 followers across all channels
following the project
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4. Beyond DUST

The project ensures lasting impact beyond its closure by prioritising the extended dissemination
of the materials developed during its final year. Rather than marking an endpoint, the project’s
conclusion serves as a transition into a phase focused on amplifying results and maintaining
engagement with key audiences. This approach is anchored in an extended dissemination
approach that combines digital outreach with continued use of the final conference package,
academic dissemination, and other elements. In conjunction the approach ensures that the
knowledge, tools, and insights generated by DUST continue to inform research, policy, and
practice well into the future.

4.1. The DUST website

Central to this strategy is the DUST website, which functions as a long-term repository for all
project outputs. Materials are presented in attractive, accessible formats, with interactive pages
designed to enhance user experience and encourage deeper exploration of project findings. To
maintain strong visibility after the project ends, the website and its contents are actively
promoted through paid advertising campaignhs, consistent social media activity, and their
integration into future online and offline events organised or attended by project partners. This
sustained promotion supports ongoing discovery and reuse of project resources, while enabling
materials to be easily shared across digital channels.

The DUST website can be accessed via https://www.dustproject.eu .

Table 10 Pages of the DUST website.

Homepage Introduction to the DUST project, its mission, and overview of its approach to ink
just sustainability transitions.

About Explains what the DUST project is, its goals, approaches, and how it works Link
with regions and communities.

Partners Lists and describes the organisations and institutions in the DUST Link
consortium and their roles in the project.

Deliverables Organised collection of all project deliverables. Link

Knowledge Hub Collection of knowledge outputs with policy insights, capacity building Link
material, publications and stories.

Regions Profiles the eight case-study regions in DUST and describes activities Link
conducted there with storytelling modules.

Futures Presents triptych designs for each RFLL region and explains RFLL Link
methodology behind them.

MOOC Massive Open Online Course with learning modules on just sustainability Link
transitions and community participation.

News Collection of blog posts and project updates sharing progress, insights, and Link

developments from DUST activities.
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4.2. The final conference package

Parallel to these efforts, the final conference package is made available for continued
deployment by DUST partners and advisory board members. It brings together all core materials
in a coherent and easy-to-use formats, such that they can be used within events and
conferences beyond the closure of the project. The resources are designed for flexible
dissemination: they can be shared digitally via the website for immediate access or printed for
distribution at conferences and professional gatherings.

The final conference package can be found here.

4.3. Academic dissemination

D6.3 Academic dissemination plan sets out a strategy for disseminating DUST research results
among an academic audience and via scientific publications, hereby meeting the project’s KPlIs
that have been defined for observing this dissemination. Drawing on ongoing publication work
and an intended comprehensive coverage of results from the different research activities in WPs
and tasks, the planidentifies future publications, including 17 journal articles that will be
submitted in 2026 and one edited book proposal. The plan also introduces agreements between
DUST partners that govern the post-project academic dissemination process.

D6.3 Academic dissemination plan can be found here.

4.4, The DUST Academy

A primary instrument for achieving a deep and lasting impact on capacity-building for citizen
engagement in policymaking is the DUST Academy. The DUST Academy was designed for three
key user communities: policy- and decision-makers, local governments and civil society
organisations, and future urban and regional leaders in citizen engagement for sustainability
transitions. Through professional education workshops, interactive exchanges on policy lessons
learned, and the development of replicability studies, the DUST Academy supported and
continues to the transfer of DUST’s results across diverse territorial and institutional contexts.
D6.5 DUST Academy: Capacity-building and training future leadersin just sustainability
transitions details the activities and results of the academy.

D6.5 DUST Academy can be found here.

4.5. Future activities

DUST researchers are committed to also pursue additional opportunities for disseminating
project results beyond the duration of the project. This includes pursuing future funding
opportunities. Specifically, there will be attempts to secure funding for future RFLL exhibitions
(e.g. at the International Architecture Biennale Rotterdam), student and teacher exchange (e.g.
via Erasmus + programs), and the further development of teaching materials (e.g. support for the
further development of the DUST MOOC via the TU Delft Learning for Life programs).

Researchers are also committed to responding to opportunities for the dissemination of policy-
relevant outputs and outcomes of the project within and beyond the DUST case study regions.
Specifically, they seek to present and debate the project’s results in the context of place-based
sustainability transition policy trajectories, and public and professional events related to wider
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discussions on the implications of just sustainability and energy transitions. Among these
opportunities is the ongoing important discussion on the future of place-based approaches in
the EU’s Cohesion policy. Researchers will target activities organized by related research
networks and projects. Networks include the in-house networks of some of the DUST partners
and DUST Advisory Board (AB) members (e.g. the Futures Literacy Lab, IQ-Net and EoROPA
networks). Projects include those funded under the Horizon Europe program and other EU
project funding streams.

During the duration of the DUST project researchers have cooperated with each other in an
intensive way. They are lastly committed to using the built relationships and social capital for the
dissemination and deepening of knowledge acquired by the project. The DUST External Expert
and Stakeholder AB members have been actively involved in the project throughout its duration.
They are seen to be an integral and important part of the built network and future dissemination
strategies.
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